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SUBJECT: PANAMA 

FOR ROGERS FROM THE SECRETARY 

1. I WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEW AS TO WHETHER WE SHOULD NOW 
INFORM TORRIJOS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS AUTHORIZED OUR 
NEGOTIATIONS TO CONTINUE. WE WOULD ALSO TELL HIM 
THAT WE ARE NOW WORKING ON OUR INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
POSITION AND SHOULD BE READY TO HAVE TALKS AGAIN 

IN ABOUT THREE WEEKS. WE WOULD PURSUE THE TALKS 
SERIOUSLY WITH A VIEW TO HAVING A SATISFACTORY 
CONCLUSION. WE WOULD ASK TORRIJOS TO KEEP OUR 
DECISION TO RESUME QUIET FOR THE TIME BEING, THE 
PURPOSE OF TELLING HIM NOW BEING TO KEEP THE 
SITUATION FROM ESCALATING TOO FAR OUT OF HAND. 

2. WOULD YOU PLEASE PROVIDE ME YOUR ANALYSIS 

OF WHETHER AND HOW WE SHOULD PROCEED. YOU SHOULD 
TAKE NO ACTION ON THE MATTER YET. 
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